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      In anime forums across the fandom, people are asking a typical question: "Should I watch X?" It doesn't matter what kind of anime that X is. It can be anything from a fan favorite such as Attack on Titan to a bottom-dwelling meme title such as Mars of Destruction. It can be a new popular title or an old obscure title, or an old popular title and a new obscure one for that matter. This is an attempt to answer all of those questions in one fell swoop. And that answer is simply...
    

      Watch the damn anime.
    

      That's it. That's all you need to know. If it interests you enough to ask questions about it, then watch the damn anime. If it piques your curiosity enough to enquire about it, then watch the damn anime. If you think the characters in it look cute, then watch the damn anime. If it has a feature that you enjoy, be it a sport or a theme or a genre, then watch the damn anime. If you have the desire to see it, then watch the damn anime.
    

      "But is it any good," you ask plaintively. Hate to break it to you, sunshine, but all you will get are opinions. It doesn't matter how many threads are created on the same topic, as the answers won't change. Nobody has facts when it comes to the questions of "good" or "bad" or "the shit" or "shit" or, worst of all, "objective" or "truth". Anyone who tells you otherwise is selling something. We can dress it up real pretty if you want, but opinions are all you will get. Quality is a subjective question, and only you can provide the answer to that. After, of course, watching the damn anime.
    

      "But will I like it," you stubbornly continue. Do we know you? No. At worst, you just give us a barebones question with no background information. That makes it little more than guesswork on our parts. At best, you might add a link to your profile on one of the various anime list sites. That way, the overachievers among us can look for similar titles and see if there is any way we can correlate that data to answer your question. Much of the time, it is an unhappy middle with a simple "I liked X, so will I like Y?" without any reasons given for why you liked X so much. So we have to guess if it is the characters, plot, fight scenes, romance, or any of the other variables, and then guess if you will like it or not. But again, it is just a guess. An educated guess from some of us perhaps, but still only a guess. Do you really want some random person on the other side of the internet essentially flipping a coin to tell you what to watch? Didn't think so. Go watch the damn anime.
    

      "I don't want to waste my time," you keep going recklessly. News flash for you, friend. This is a hobby. This is what we do to waste time. If you are worried about wasting time, you should do something constructive. Use the power of the internet to learn more about the world rather than waste time with watching cartoons in a language you don't understand for a culture you're not part of. So if you are interested enough to waste your time asking a bunch of strangers these questions and then waste yet more time reading the responses, then that is time that could have been better wasted by watching the damn anime.
    

      "But I…," you try to interject. For that matter, there are people whose hobby it is to tell other folks what they think about anime. They will go on at length about what they liked or disliked about any given anime. Some will have blogs. Some will have YouTube channels. Some write reviews on MAL or AniList or Kitsu. Some absolute degenerates will put them on Reddit. Some will have any combination of the above. All of them will tell you exactly what they think of that anime, as well as if they would recommend it in good faith. And where can you go to find these founts of information? Google. Duck Duck Go. Bing. Yahoo. AOL is still around if you're on your grandma's computer. Look it up. Then use that information to decide if you want to watch the damn anime or not.
    

      "What if I don't like it," you heedlessly go on. We all have our regrets. There will always be anime you wish you had never heard of so you can wipe your mind clear of the filth. It's okay. That is simply part of being an anime fan. Ask any long-time weeb about their most hated anime, and we can fill your phone screen with what it was, why we hated it, and the amount of brain cells that were murdered in cold blood because we dared to watch it. If you don't like it, then it is perfectly acceptable to simply drop it and move on. Use it as a learning experience so that you can recognize what types of shows to avoid when you next seek out a damn anime to watch.
    

      "Who do you think you are?!?" you erupt. I have been watching anime for the last nine and a half years. My list of completed titles has more entries that start with the letter A than many of you have seen as a whole. I've been an absolute degenerate here on Reddit for seven and a half years. I've seen these questions come and go, and answered many of them, over and over again since day one. Hell, I've been here longer than most of the mods. I have plenty of experience with this, and a pretty good success rate when it comes to guessing if some random person would like a given anime. But that doesn't mean I like answering the same questions repeatedly. I would much rather read someone's reaction after they watch the damn anime, because then we might have something to talk about.
    

      "That's nice, but…," you try to butt in. Or I think that's what you were going to say, except wrapped up in slightly more polite language than typical for this subreddit. Here is a piece of advice from the old school weebs out there: the happiest people in this hobby are those who find things to watch for themselves. They know what they like. They know what they hate. They know what they can tolerate. And they know what makes them put an anime on the back of the plan-to-watch list. They didn't get this knowledge from a magical girl transformation, but from sitting down and watching the damn anime.
    

      "So what you are saying is to watch the damn anime." That's exactly right. Whatever it is, watch it. You could find it mediocre. You could find it horrible. You could find it just okay. You could find it to be one of the best things you have ever watched. You could find it to be a fun and entertaining way to waste a Saturday afternoon. But you won't know for certain until you watch the damn anime.
    

      So go watch some damn anime.
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